Fetoplacental and uteroplacental Doppler blood flow velocity analysis in premature rupture of membranes.
The value of Doppler velocimetry in predicting fetal distress or perinatal infection was investigated in 60 patients with premature rupture of the membranes (PROM) between 25 and 38 weeks of gestation. Studies were performed in the umbilical and uterine arteries after admission to the hospital and repeated every 24 to 76 hours until delivery. Results of the last study, performed less than 24 hours before delivery and comparison between longitudinal studies in the same patient, failed to disclose statistical differences between patients who did or did not develop the perinatal complications under study. We conclude that Doppler velocimetry is not a sensitive enough means of predicting fetal distress or infection in PROM.